Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-end Celebration in Club

Dear Club Coordinator,

Hello! The ACTS (Area Counselor Training and Support) Program developed a banquet to help you and your counselors strengthen your relationships with the parents and siblings of your GEMS. This fun-filled, theme-focused event will provide you with an effective way to wrap up your season and engage your club in family ministry! Within this packet is all the information you’ll need to host the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-end Celebration in Club. You’ll find . . . 

A Planning Guide for Club Coordinators:

In table form, you’ll see what is all involved (and the approximate time frames needed) to host the banquet. Note: This banquet may be too lengthy for most clubs if there’s prolonged table discussion. The various parts of the banquet are independent of one another and age specific so choose options that will work best for your club within your allotted timeframe. If you’re not sure what to delete, eliminate the sections in the table form marked “Optional.”
A Banquet Checklist!

Maximize the success of your event by working your way through this list, checking the items off one by one! Be sure to organize a planning committee to work on this with you. Cover it in prayer and don’t hesitate to delegate.

A Banquet Invitation:

Send personal invitations to each of the GEMS and their families. If you need to send it through the mail in order to ensure that everyone gets an invitation, do that. It’ll be well worth the postage expense rather then wondering if everyone received an invitation.

Decorating Ideas:

As you plan the hospitality portion of the banquet, here are a few theme-related decorating ideas for those who need some creativity fanned into flame.

The Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-end Celebration in Club

The text for the entire banquet is included for you. Encourage your girls to practice, practice, practice! As Club Coordinator, be sure to know your part so well that you need to only glance at your notes occasionally. From welcome to closing, giving your very best will draw people to Jesus.

The Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-end Celebration in Club PowerPoint

Download a free PowerPoint that corresponds to the banquet: www.gemsgc.org.   
As you plan and prepare, please contact us if you have questions! 

Lenae Bulthuis, GEMS Girls’ Clubs Training Manager​ – lenae@gemsgc.org

Feed the Fire! Family Banquet:

A Year-end Celebration in Club

A Planning Guide for Club Coordinators  . . .
	Time Frame
	Portion of Banquet
	People Needed/Ideas

	Pre-Banquet . . . 
	Families arrive and take their places around the tables. 
Serve punch. 

Have Counselors warmly welcome families!
	Have “Photo Opt” places and a GEMS Photographer willing to take pictures of families.  

Play GEMS music quietly in the background.

	30-45 minutes – you insert in schedule at the time that works best for you.  The time needed will depend on what you are serving for a meal, dessert, or snack.
	Meal/Dessert/Snack – whatever works best for your size club!  This can be as elaborate as a banquet or simple as crackers and cheese or desserts with punch and coffee.
	Have booster seats or high chairs available for families with small children.

	Throughout the banquet.
	If using the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet PowerPoint:

You will need to download the PowerPoint from www.gemsgc.org, and you’ll need a computer/projector to display it.
	A technology person to run the computer/projector/PowerPoint.



	9 minutes
	Welcome/Opening Prayer 
You will need: one sand pail for each table, and one sand pail for the Club Coordinator. Fill one of the pails with GEMstones (Item 2260. Cost: $ .35 each US/ $ .40 each CN). One GEMstone is needed for each person attending the banquet. 

Page 7
	Club Coordinator, CITs and Advanced Level GEMS. You need one girl per table. It doesn’t matter where they sit, but they should each hold a sand pail and at the conclusion of the welcome/opening prayer, the girls put the sand pails on each table as a centerpiece/prop.

	3 minutes
	Pray Constantly, And Reading

You will need: dish and dishtowel for GEM 2, hairbrush for GEM 4, book for GEM 5, apple for GEM 6, pillow for GEM 7.
Page 10
	8 Awareness Level Girls and their Counselor.

	5 minutes
	Study God’s Word Devotional Thought

You will need: a Bible.

Page 11 
	Club Coordinator or another Counselor.

	10 minutes
	Serve Others Skit

You will need: a cooking pot, box of macaroni and cheese, purse, and keys.
Page 12 
	4 Discovery Level Girls and their Counselor.

	6 minutes

Optional . . . eliminate this portion of the banquet if there’s time limit concerns.
	Interact with God’s People Lighting Ceremony

You will need: A battery operated candle or lantern or pillar candle for each table that will be put on top of each pail. A Bible for each girl who is reading.
Page 16
	8 Discovery/Advanced Level Girls to do the reading, plus one girl/Counselor/CIT for each table to light the candles/lanterns and place them on the tables. 

	1 minute to introduce, figure in time needed for each “graduating” GEM to speak, and for her counselor to talk about each girl, and present certificates and/or flowers. 

NOTE: May need to adjust what is shared if you have a very large group of “graduates.”


	Open Up and Talk About God Open Mic Time

You will need: A Certificate of Completion (Item 2022. Cost: $ .35 each US/ $ .40 each CN) for each girl, plus a rose/flower (optional).
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	All the Advanced Level Girls who are completing their final season of GEMS. Girls need to prepare in advance a few sentences. They should begin, “This year at GEMS I learned that . . . “ Their Counselor is needed to share about the girls and distribute Certificates of Completion.

	12 minutes

Optional . . . eliminate this portion of the banquet if there’s time limit concerns.
	Notice God in the Ordinary

Page 20


	Club Coordinator

	5 minutes 
	Feed the Fire! Theme Verses and Song

Page 21
	ALL GEMS are involved. There is 1 individual speaking part. The entire group sings the theme song, Light the Fire.

	10 minutes or more (dependent on size of your GEMS Club) for every counselor to introduce herself, name the girls in her small group, distribute the earned badges, and to list one way that she has seen each girl grow in her prayer life or relationship with Jesus this season.
	Feed the Fire! Badge Ceremony

You will need: The badges to be presented during the badge work ceremony.

Page 21

	All GEMS and GEMS Counselors are involved.

	5 minutes
	Closing Thanks and Prayer

Page 22

You will need: The pail filled with GEMstones (one for each person at the banquet) that was used during the Welcome/Opening Prayer. 
	Club Coordinator


A Sample Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-end Celebration in Club Invitation . . . 
[image: image1.wmf]QuickTime™ and a

 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.


Sound the Alarm! It’s a GEMS Family Party!

Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-end Celebration in Club

______________________ GEMS Club invites its GEMS and their parents (or guardians) and siblings to a special event that focuses on our GEMS theme, Feed the Fire! Your daughters are eager to host their families at this special event that will celebrate all that they’ve learned and accomplished this season. It’ll be fun for the entire family!

We’re looking forward to having your family be our guest!

Date: ______________________________

Place: ______________________________

Time: ______________________________

Please RSVP the number of people attending from your family by contacting ___________________  (Club Coordinator), _______________ (phone number) or ________________ (e-mail).

Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-end Celebration in Club Decorating Ideas . . . 
On the Table:

Centerpieces: At the beginning of the banquet the CITs/Advanced GEMS will be placing a sand bucket in the middle of each table. This can serve as the centerpiece or can be added to the centerpiece that you desire to use for the banquet. The sand buckets are centerpieces and props – they’ll be used throughout the banquet!

Candy Cups: Fill them with Red Hots and Cinnamon Flavored Mike and Ike’s. Miniature sand pails could be used for candy cups.

Other Room Décor Options:

Fire Truck: Transform a large appliance box into a bright red fire truck with a can of red paint and some creativity. If you cut out windows and doors, children can play in it or it can be used as a prop for family photos.

Balloons: Bouquet GEMS Mylar Balloons with red and yellow balloons. They can be tied to toy fire trucks or fire hats.

Streamers: Hoses can be used as streamers or use red and yellow streamers twisted together.

Extras: Fire bell or alarm, fire hoses, and lanterns. Reuse decorating items that you used during your theme badge event. It’ll remind girls of what they experienced during the theme event and serve as conversation starters with their families.

Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-end Celebration in Club

When pre-banquet activities are complete . . .

Welcome/Opening Prayer

Club Coordinator (CC):

If using the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-End Celebration in Club PowerPoint, please show Slide #1.
Welcome! I’m pumped up and on fire that you’re here tonight! My name is ___________________ and I’m the Club Coordinator for the ________________ GEMS Girls’ Club.

It is a delight to have you as our special guests for our year-end celebration in club. We’re fired up to have our families here, aren’t we girls? Start clapping so the girls know how to respond.

This year’s theme is Feed the Fire! Our fire station decorations are cute, but may be confusing because fire stations, fire extinguishers, and firefighters douse fires, not feed them! The purpose of this theme, as you’ll experience throughout the banquet, is to keep our fire of love for God and service to others flamed! 

The Club Coordinator should hold an empty sand pail and ask the CITs or Advanced GEMS to come forward. They should stand in front of the group holding sand pails. Make sure that there are enough sand pails so there is one for each table. The girl on one end of the line should have a pail filled with enough GEMstones for each person at the banquet. (GEMstones are available through the GEMS Service Center: Item 2260. Cost: $ .35 each US/ $ .40 each CN. Size: ¾ x ¾).

Walk up to the girl with the pail filled with GEMstones. Scoop up a handful of GEMstones and let them sprinkle back into her pail. Say . . . Long before fire trucks, hydrants, and extinguishers were available to quench fires, people used pails and buckets to transport water. The girl with the GEMstones pours the GEMstones into the pail of the girl next to her, who pours them into the pail of the girl next to her, and so on until it’s in the pail of the girl at the end of the line, she should pour the GEMstones into the Club Coordinator’s sand pail.

Water was transported from the river or another water source to the fire. In the same way, the goal of tonight’s banquet is to pail the lessons we’ve learned and the fun we’ve experienced at GEMS to our families. Your daughters will take much leadership in conveying this theme to you through song, skits, and other special means. Before they demonstrate their talents and we honor them for their badge work accomplishments and character development that we’ve seen take place throughout the season, let’s pray together. Will you please bow your heads, close your eyes, fold your hands, and we’ll talk to God in prayer . . . 

CC or GEM:

Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for each person gathered here to celebrate the end of a GEMS season and to focus on our theme, Feed the Fire! Thank You for the relationship that we have with You, the people in our families and at our club. Thank You for the opportunities You provided this season to study the Bible, sing Your praises, and experience new things. Reveal Your presence to us during our time together. Use this event to fuel our fire of love for You and service to one another. We love You, God. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

CITs and Advanced GEMS should put a sand pail in the middle of each table. These pails will serve as centerpieces and be used as props during the banquet.

CC:
The girls have just placed a sand pail on each table. Before we go any further, please have one person from your table hold the sand pail in his or her hands and introduce themselves in relation to the GEM or GEMS that you came to the banquet with. If you’re a GEM, please tell them your name and your favorite part of being in GEMS. After you answer the question, pass the pail to the person on the right, and he or she will answer that question. Go around the table until everyone has had their turn to introduce themselves. When you return the sand pail to the middle of the table, I’ll know that everyone is finished sharing. 

After families are finished introducing themselves, say . . . At this time, I’d like to invite all the girls to stand by their tables. Throughout the season we’ve asked the girls to think about their relationship with God. They learned that a lukewarm relationship with God looks like a rag doll. Girls, please demonstrate what that looks like now. Girls hang their heads and arms limp and bend their knees to look like a rag doll. It’s halfhearted, apathetic and ineffective in accomplishing God’s purposes. That’s not what God desires for us!

Instead, God wants our relationship with Him to be like a raging fire. Girls, please demonstrate what that looks like now. Girls touch their hands to their heart, lift them in the air, move, and smile. It’s a relationship with God that burns brightly and moves us from apathy to zealous action. They learned that to feed the fire of love for God and service to others they need to be girls of PASSION. 

To be people of PASSION, there are six disciplines or habits that we need to keep adding to our lives. The girls have remembered these disciplines by memorizing the word PASSION.

P is for Pray Constantly. Girls fold their hands in prayer.

A is for And. Girls hold forearms in the shape of a plus sign.

S is for Study God’s Word. Girls extend their arms, and place their hands

together like an open book.

S is for Serve Others. Ask girls to move their hands and arms like they’re

shoveling dirt.

I is for Interact with God’s People. Girls interlock their arms with the girls near

them.

O is for Open Up and Talk about God. Girls hold their hands to their mouths like

they’re making an announcement.

N is for Notice God in the Ordinary. Girls hold their hands to their eyes like

binoculars.

If using the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-End Celebration in Club PowerPoint, please show Slides 2-8 that correspond with PASSION. This will help you teach the families the actions.
Being a person of PASSION isn’t limited to girls! It’s for dads, moms, brothers, and sisters, too. Let’s do the acronym together. Follow the lead of the GEM nearest you (or turn your attention the screen)!

P is for Pray Constantly. Girls fold their hands in prayer.

A is for And. Girls hold forearms in the shape of a plus sign.

S is for Study God’s Word. Girls extend their arms, and place their hands

together like an open book.

S is for Serve Others. Ask girls to move their hands and arms like they’re

shoveling dirt.

I is for Interact with God’s People. Girls interlock their arms with the girls near

them.

O is for Open Up and Talk about God. Girls hold their hands to their mouths like

they’re making an announcement.

N is for Notice God in the Ordinary. Girls hold their hands to their eyes like

binoculars.

Thanks for leading us, girls. You may return to your seats.

If using the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-End Celebration in Club PowerPoint, please show Slide 9 or “blank” the screen.
Again, scoop out a handful of GEMstones from your pail and let them sprinkle back into the pail. Say . . . Throughout our time together, the girls will pail what they’ve learned about these disciplines to you through skits, readings, and talking around the table. 

Pray Constantly, And

Supplies needed: dish and dishtowel for GEM 2, hairbrush for GEM 4, book for GEM 5, apple (or other food) for GEM 6, pillow for GEM 7. 

CC: 
Let’s begin with the letter P. What does the letter P in PASSION stand for?

Listen to responses. That’s right. P is for Pray Constantly. I’d like to invite the Awareness girls and their counselor (or a CIT) to teach us about the spiritual discipline of prayer.

If using the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-End Celebration in Club PowerPoint, please show Slide 10.
The eight GEMS stand on the stage area. If there are more girls than eight simply assign two or more girls to each part. If there are less than eight girls, have girls do more than one part.

Counselor/CIT: Prayer is talking and listening to God. God tells us in the Bible that we should
 pray about all things, at all times, and in all places. 

GEM 1: We can pray when we’re in the car. Girl pretends to drive a car.

GEM 2: We can pray while we do dishes. Girl dries dish with a dishtowel.

GEM 3: We can pray while we walk. Girl walks in place.

GEM 4: We can pray when we get ready in the morning. Girl brushes her hair.

GEM 5: We can pray while we study or work. Girl opens book to study.

GEM 6: We can pray while we eat. Girl holds up an apple.

GEM 7: We can pray before we sleep.  Girl lays her head on her pillow.

GEM 8: We can pray alone and as a family. Girl folds her hands and bows her

head.

Counselor/CIT: Talking and listening to God feeds the fire in our hearts because it develops a deeper relationship between God and us. Feed the fire in your heart by praying constantly!

CC:
Applause! Thank you girls and _________________ (CIT/Counselor) for teaching us to feed the fire in our hearts through prayer.

If using the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-End Celebration in Club PowerPoint, please show Slide 11.
Study God’s Word

You will need: a Bible.
CC or another counselor:

In the acronym PASSION, P is for Pray Constantly, A is for And, and S is for . . . does anyone remember? Listen to responses. Very good! The first S is for Study God’s Word!
If using the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-End Celebration in Club PowerPoint, please show Slide 12.
Before we focus on the next spiritual habit of studying God’s Word it’s time for round table discussion. Please have one person from your table hold the sand pail in his or her hands and answer this question: What is your favorite bird and why? Maybe it’s a hummingbird, maybe it’s a bluejay, or maybe it’s a flamingo! After you answer the question, pass the pail to the person on the right, and he or she will answer that question. Go around the table until everyone has had their turn to share their favorite bird. When you place the sand pail in the middle of the table, I’ll know that everyone has had an opportunity to share.

When families are finished sharing say . . . Ever since I read the devotional thought I’m about to share with you, pelicans have been my favorite bird. Did anyone choose a pelican as his or her favorite bird? Raise hand so they’ll know how to respond. Here’s the story to why I’m partial to pelicans.
Billy Graham’s daughter, Anne Graham Lotz, shared this story in her Bible Study book, Into the Word. She was at the beach vacationing with her family when she got up really early one morning before anyone else woke up to sit and watch the sun come up over the ocean. She felt the Lord whisper to her heart, “What do you see?” 

If using the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-End Celebration in Club PowerPoint, please show Slides 13-17 that correspond with the birds that are talked about within the story. NOTE: The picture of the “Skimmer” is actually an American Oyster Catcher that is skimming the water.
She looked closely and noticed tiny sandpipers running along the edge of the water, being careful not to get their feet wet. She saw skimmers skimming the surface of the water with their beaks. She noticed seagulls standing in the water up to their knees, and she saw pelicans circle, then dive headfirst into the waves, coming up with fish for breakfast that they seemed to swallow whole.

Anne writes, “Then the Lord seemed to say to me, ‘The Bible is like the ocean, and the people who read My Word are very much like those birds.’”

Hold your Bible and say . . . Think about it. Which bird best represents the way you and your family study God’s Word? Are you like a sandpiper that runs by your Bible each day, but never stops to get your feet wet and read it? Are you like the skimmers who skim through a quick verse or maybe a devotional, but never let it sink into your life? Are you like a seagull that is knee-deep in Bible study – you read it everyday and seek to understand what God is saying to you? Or do you go deeper still like a pelican that nose dives into God’s Word and applies it to every decision, word, thought, and action? 

To feed the fire, we must become pelican families that go deep and study the Bible! It’s God’s Word! Study it alone and read it together as a family each day. It will feed the fire in our hearts because it teaches us how God wants us to live.


If using the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-End Celebration in Club PowerPoint, please show Slide 18 or “blank” the screen.
Serve Others
Supplies needed: a cooking pot, box of macaroni and cheese, a purse, and keys.

Actresses needed: Mom/Mrs. Pat (GEMS Counselor/CIT), four girls: Bailey, Madi, Laura, and Ellie.
CC: 
Let’s think about the acronym PASSION again. P is for Pray Constantly, A is for And, S is for Study God’s Word, and the second S is for  . . . does anyone remember? Listen to responses. Very good! S is for Serve Others!

If using the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-End Celebration in Club PowerPoint, please show Slide 19 or “blank” the screen.
At this time, I’d like to invite the Discovery girls and their counselor/CIT ______________ to come forward. They’ve prepared a skit to teach us about the spiritual discipline of serving others.

Mom:
Walks into the kitchen with a purse draped on her shoulder and holding car keys. Hello, girls! 

Bailey, Madi, Laura: 


Hi, Mrs. Pat.

Ellie:
Hi, Mom!

Mom: 
How was school today?

Bailey:
Bad.

Madi:
Awful.

Laura: 
A downer.

Ellie: 
The pits.

Mom:
Whatever happened to make you girls so discouraged?

Ellie:
Angie cried all day because her mom went in for emergency surgery last night. Her mom is going to be OK, but it really frightened her.

Bailey:
So we decided to cheer Angie up by making dinner for her family.

Mom:
What a wonderful thing to do, girls! Are you going to make the Black Bean Chicken that you made last week for your GEMS cooking badge? That was scrumptious!

Laura: 
No. That takes too long. 



Mom:
Too long? Dinner isn’t for another two hours. What’s the rush?

Ellie:

For starters, our favorite TV show starts pretty soon. 

Madi:

Yeah, and then we’re going to do our fingernails.

Laura:

And then we wanted to play computer games.

Bailey:

We’ve got a lot going on, Mrs. Pat.

Mom:

Looks skeptical. Hmmmm. . . . Seems like you’ve let these things take precedence over serving Angie’s family.

Bailey:
Oh, no, Mrs. Pat! We’re still going to serve Angie’s family, we just want to make something super quick so we can still do what we want to do. You know, like a 10-minute start to finish meal.

Laura: 
Or seven minutes.

Ellie: 
Or five minutes.

Madi: 
Or three minutes.

Mom:

Three minutes? What were you planning on bringing them, microwave popcorn for dinner?

Ellie:

No, Mom, that would look ridiculous.

Bailey:

That would be so lame, Mrs. Pat.
Madi:

That’s why we’re going to make mac ‘n cheese.

Laura:

That’s way better than microwave popcorn!
Mom:

Picks up the Mac ‘n Cheese box that is on the kitchen counter. Mac ‘n cheese? Hmmm . . . I think this meal can double as an object lesson.

Bailey:

But it’s not a GEMS night!

Laura: 

Wow, Ellie, you get object lessons at home, too?  
Madi:

Don’t you need a book or something to come up with object lessons?

Ellie:

Groans. Mom!

Mom:

Object lessons are all around us and they’re certainly not just reserved for GEMS night. I think it’s a perfect time to talk truth about serving others. Open the Mac ‘n Cheese and pour the macaroni into the pot.  



As you know, one of our theme verses at GEMS this season is Romans 12:11. Let’s say it together.

All:

Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Romans 12:11.

Mom:

Here’s a Latin lesson for you. 

Bailey:

Latin! 

Mom:

Keep listening, Bailey. The word fervor comes from the Latin word fervens which means “boiling.” What does boiling have to do with macaroni and cheese?

Ellie:

Well, you need to cook macaroni in boiling water to make it edible.

Mom:

That’s exactly right, Ellie. Has anyone ever eaten raw macaroni before?

Laura:

Yuck!

Madi:

Raw macaroni is only good for craft projects!

Mom:

Laughs. Boiling water makes macaroni useful for eating and boiling spirits makes our service useful for God!

Laura:

When I think of boiling, I think of passion and feeding the fire. 

Madi:

Me, too. Mrs. Pat, we are passionate about serving Angie and her family! 

Bailey:

Yeah, we have boiling spirits!

Mom:

Girls, you do have boiling spirits that love Angie, but you’re lacking something. What happens if I only boil this macaroni for a minute?

Ellie:

It would still be raw. It needs to boil longer than a minute.

Mom:

That’s right, Ellie. Our service also needs to boil longer than a minute, or 3, or 5, or 7 minutes. To be fervent in spirit requires passion AND hard work.

Bailey:

So, you’re saying we’re giving raw macaroni service because we’re not willing to work hard work at serving others.

Mom:

You got it, Bailey.

Laura:

Mrs. Pat, do you have the ingredients on hand for Black Bean Chicken?

Madi:

And chocolate chip cookies?

Ellie:

And a fruit salad?

Bailey:

And bread sticks?

Mom:

I sure do. Help yourself to the refrigerator and pantry, girls.  

Girls:

Group hug Mom/Mrs. Pat. Thanks, Mrs. Pat!
CC:
Applause! Thank you girls and _________________ (CIT/Counselor) for teaching us to feed the fire in our hearts through serving others.

Before we focus on the next spiritual habit, it’s time for another round table discussion. Please have one person from your table hold the sand pail in his or her hands and answer this question: What is your favorite way to serve people? Maybe it’s by cooking a meal, or lending a hand with yard work, or volunteering at a nursing home. After you answer the question, pass the pail to the person on the right, and he or she will answer that question. Go around the table until everyone has had their turn to share their favorite way to serve. When you place the sand pail in the middle of the table, I’ll know that everyone has had an opportunity to share.

If using the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-End Celebration in Club PowerPoint, please show Slide 20 or “blank” the screen.
When families are finished sharing say . . . In the acronym PASSION, P is for Pray Constantly, A is for And, the double S is for Study God’s Word, and Serve Others. What is the I for? Listen to responses. Excellent! I is for Interact with God’s People!
If using the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-End Celebration in Club PowerPoint, please show Slide 21.
At this time I’d like to invite the ___________________ (can be Discovery or Advanced Girls) forward. While they’re coming forward, please turn your sand pails upside down on your table.
Interact with God’s People (Optional . . . eliminate this portion of the banquet if there are time limit concerns.)
Supplies needed: a battery operated candle or lantern or pillar candle for each table that will be put on top of each pail, and a Bible for each girl that is reading.

Girls needed: 8 girls to do the reading. One girl and/or counselor are needed for each table to light the candles/lanterns and place them on top of each pail. For example, if there are 24 tables, three girls will stand next to each reader holding a candle/lantern. If there are 16 tables, two girls will stand next to each reader holding a candle/lantern. If there are 8 tables, one girl will stand next to each reader holding a candle/lantern. If there are less than 8 tables, have girls read more than one part before lighting the candles.

Light one candle or have a flashlight up front so girls that are reading can see. Dim the lights. Have the girls and their corresponding candle/lantern holders stand in a line up front.
Girl #1’s Counselor/Girl lights their candle/lantern.


Girl 1:
Reads from her Bible. Hebrews 10:25 says, Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching. We interact with God’s people by going to church, going to GEMS, and meeting with other followers of Jesus in our homes and community. 

Girl #1’s Counselor/Girl places their candle/lantern on an upside down pail that doesn’t currently have a light on it.

Girl #2’s Counselor/Girl lights their candle/lantern.

Girl 2:
Reads from her Bible. Matthew 5:14 says, You are the light of the world. When we interact with God’s people our love for each other shines God’s light and love into a dark world. 

Girl #2’s Counselor/Girl places their candle/lantern on an upside down pail that doesn’t currently have a light on it.

Girl #3’s Counselor/Girl lights their candle/lantern.


Girl 3:
Reads from her Bible. Matthew 5:14 says, A city on a hill cannot be hidden. When we interact with God’s people our light and love for each other should be seen up close and from afar.

Girl #3’s Counselor/Girl places their candle/lantern on an upside down pail that doesn’t currently have a light on it.

Girl #4’s Counselor/Girl lights their candle/lantern.


Girl 4:
Reads from her Bible. Matthew 5:15 says, Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. When we say no to going to church, to going to GEMS, or to other places where God’s people are meeting, it’s like putting our light and love for Jesus under a bowl. We snuff out the light!

Girl #4’s Counselor/Girl places their candle/lantern on an upside down pail that doesn’t currently have a light on it.

Girl #5’s Counselor/Girl lights their candle/lantern.


Girl 5:
Reads from her Bible. Matthew 5:15 says, Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. When we interact with God’s people it shines God’s love and light in our hearts and in the lives of all the people we meet with!
Girl #5’s Counselor/Girl places their candle/lantern on an upside down pail that doesn’t currently have a light on it.

Girl #6’s Counselor/Girl lights their candle/lantern.


Girl 6:
Reads from her Bible. In John 17:23 Jesus says, May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. When we interact and meet with God’s people we should not fight or squabble. Our lights shine brightest when we love one another the way Jesus loves us.
Girl #6’s Counselor/Girl places their candle/lantern on an upside down pail that doesn’t currently have a light on it.

Girl #7’s Counselor/Girl lights their candle/lantern.


Girl 7:
Reads from her Bible. John 8:12 says, When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” When we interact and meet with God’s people we should encourage one another to follow Jesus, the Light of the world. 
Girl #7’s Counselor/Girl places their candle/lantern on an upside down pail that doesn’t currently have a light on it.

Girl #8’s Counselor/Girl lights their candle/lantern.


Girl 8:
Reads from her Bible. Ephesians 5:8-10 says, Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord. When we interact and meet with God’s people we help each other figure out what pleases Jesus, and then we do it!  


Girl #8’s Counselor/Girl places their candle/lantern on a table(s) with an upside down pail that doesn’t currently have a light on it.

While lights are still dim and candles are burning the Club Coordinator comes forward and says . . . 

CC:
We’re so thankful for the ways that GEMS has allowed us to interact and meet with your daughters throughout the season and with their families tonight. If you don’t currently have a place to weekly interact with God’s people, please know that you are warmly invited to this church (include all churches involved in hosting your club). If you’d like to learn more about Sunday worship services and other gatherings that take place during the week, please talk to one of the GEMS Counselors or myself after our banquet. We’d be delighted to have you interact with God’s people here.

Turn lights on again! Applause! Thank you girls and _________________ (CIT/Counselors) for teaching us to feed the fire in our hearts by interacting with God’s people.
If using the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-End Celebration in Club PowerPoint, please show Slide 22.
Open Up and Talk about God

CC:
In the acronym PASSION, P is for Pray Constantly, A is for And, the double S is for Study God’s Word, and Serve Others, I is for Interact with God’s People, and O is for what? Listen to responses. Wonderful! O is for Open Up and Talk about God. There’s a special group of girls who are going to do just that. I’d like to invite the Advanced GEMS who are completing their final season at GEMS this year to come forward. They would like to open up and share one thing that they learned about God during this season.

If using the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-End Celebration in Club PowerPoint, please show Slide 23.

Girls should prepare this in advance! It needs only be a few sentences that begins like this, “This year at GEMS I learned that . . . “


After girls finish sharing . . . It would be an appropriate time for their counselor to come forward and to open up and talk about the work that God has done in each of their lives and to talk about their year together. Honor the girls with a Certificate of Completion (Item 2022 in the Supply Catalog, Cost: $ .35 US/$ .40 CN), hugs, and if you’d like, a rose or other flower.
CC:
Applause! Thank you girls for teaching us to feed the fire in our hearts by opening up and talking about God. These girls are so special to God, you, and our club, and will be deeply missed next season. Please know that they’re welcome to remain in GEMS as Counselors in Training. To learn more about that, please talk to me after the banquet.

We’ve made it to our final letter in the acronym PASSION. What does the letter N stand for? Listen to responses. Great! It indeed stands for Noticing God in the Ordinary.

Let’s say the acronym and do the actions together. If you need help, look to the nearest GEM (If you’re using the Feed the Fire PowerPoint, you can turn their attention to the screen, too.)

If using the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-End Celebration in Club PowerPoint, please show Slides 24-30.

P is for Pray Constantly. Everyone folds his or her hands in prayer.

A is for And. Everyone holds his or her forearms in the shape of a plus sign.

S is for Study God’s Word. Everyone extends his or her arms, and places his or

her hands together like an open book.

S is for Serve Others. Everyone moves his or her hands and arms like they’re

Shoveling dirt.

I is for Interact with God’s People. Everyone interlocks his or her arms with the

Girls near them.

O is for Open Up and Talk about God. Everyone holds his or her hands to their

Mouths like they’re making an announcement.

N is for Notice God in the Ordinary. Everyone holds his or her hands to their eyes

Like binoculars.

Notice God in the Ordinary (Optional . . . eliminate this portion of the banquet if there are time limit concerns.)
If using the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-End Celebration in Club PowerPoint, please show Slide 31.

CC:
Let’s play an I Spy game together as we think about Noticing God in the Ordinary.

Please have the oldest GEM at your table pick up the sand pail. If you’re holding a sand pail you need to introduce yourself and describe an object that is in sight from where you are sitting. For example you would say: My name is Alexis and my object is red. Can you name it?


The person to her right gets one guess. She may say, “Is it a balloon?” Keep going around the table with one guess per person until the object is guessed. If no one guesses correctly, the clue giver gives another clue. For example she would say: My name is Alexis and my object is red and has wheels. Can you name it? If it’s guessed, assign another GEM at the table to spy a different object.


Go ahead and play for 3 minutes. I’ll give the signal when to wrap up the I Spy game.

If using the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-End Celebration in Club PowerPoint, please show Slide 32.

After three minutes say . . . When we Notice God in the Ordinary, it is a little bit like playing an I Spy game. We spy or take note of what God is doing in our life, in our family, and in this world. And make no mistake God is at work and always on the move in very personal ways! 

This is a wonderful dinner or bedtime conversation question to use with your family. Ask each other, “How did you see God today?” It may have been in the beautiful sunset, it may have been through a conversation with a lady in the grocery store, it may have been the way He used a friend to help you understand a math problem. God uses the Bible, His Spirit, His creation, and people to work in our lives. There is no such thing as coincidences, they’re all God-incidences, and we delight God by delighting in Him when we take note of what He is doing.

For our final round table discussion, please have one person from your table hold the sand pail in his or her hands and answer this question: How did you see God today? Maybe you saw Him at work budding the trees, maybe you saw Him in your daughter’s leadership tonight, maybe You saw Him in a way He provided for you today. After you answer the question, pass the pail to the person on the right, and he or she will answer that question. Go around the table until everyone has had their turn to share how they saw God today. When you place the sand pail in the middle of the table, I’ll know that everyone has had an opportunity to share.

If using the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-End Celebration in Club PowerPoint, please show Slide 33.

CC:
Thanks again for sharing with one another! You’ve just experienced what I hope becomes a question that your family discusses each night. When we share God-Sightings or ways that we notice God in the ordinary we feed the fire in our hearts.


At this time I’d like to invite all the girls forward to recite our theme verses that we memorized this year and to sing our theme song, Light the Fire.

Feed the Fire! Theme Verses and Song 

Counselor/CIT/Advanced GEM:
God is passionate about us and wants us to be passionate in our love for Him and service to others. We learned that in our two theme verses. GEMS, please say Revelation 3:15-16 with me.

GEMS:
I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm – neither hot nor cold – I am about to spit you out of my mouth. Revelation 3:15-16.

Counselor/CIT/Advanced GEM:

Today and always we must feed the fire by passionately pursuing God, and zealously serving Him. GEMS, please say Romans 12:11 with me.

GEMS:
Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Romans 12:11.

Counselor/CIT/Advanced GEM:

At club we made the commitment to feed the fire by being girls of PASSION! We would like to encourage you to do the same, through our theme song, “Light the Fire.”

GEMS sing their theme song, “Light the Fire”. Optional: Have the girls sing it the first time and have the families sing with them the second time. You’ll need the song up on the screen (Slides 34-38 if using the Feed the Fire! PowerPoint) or photocopies of the song if families are singing along. Girls can also do the creative movement for this song!

Feed the Fire! Badge Ceremony

If using the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-End Celebration in Club PowerPoint, please show Slide 39 or show a group photo of each counselor with her group of girls as she takes her turn at the microphone.
When finished have Counselors take turns stepping up to the microphone. Each Counselor:

1. Introduces herself.

2. Introduces her small group.

3. Presents her girls the badges they’ve earned this season.

4. Shares one way that she’s seen each girl feed the fire in her heart this season.

Before going to their seats again, each girl should take a GEMstone for herself and each member of her family out of the Club Coordinator’s sand pail.
Closing Thanks and Prayer 

CC: 
Applause! Girls, we thank God for you, for the ways that you’re feeding the fire, and the things you’ve accomplished this season. Well done!

On their way to their seats, each of the girls took a GEMstone for herself and for each of her family members. Girls, if you haven’t already done so, please give your GEMstone to your family members. Please keep that in your pocket, or place it on your desk, or adhere it to your refrigerator. Put it somewhere where you’ll see it often and be reminded of the lessons that your daughters conveyed to you about feeding the fire. 

As Club Coordinator, I’m so thankful that you have entrusted these dear GEMS into our care every week (or twice a month). Thank you for faithfully bringing them to GEMS Club. Thank you to those of you who volunteered your time, have given to the ministry, brought snacks, carpooled, or whatever special way you helped these girls in this place. Let’s thank our families with applause of appreciation! Applause!
Heartfelt thanks are also extended to our counselors! Thank you so much for the prayers, preparation, time, leadership, and love you’ve poured into your relationships with the girls, their families, and our counselor team. You are a gift to this GEMS Club. I thank God for each one of you! Let’s thank the counselors with applause of appreciation! Applause! 
Give thanks and acknowledgment to others that helped in the life of your GEMS Club as well . . . pastor(s), volunteers, the international ministry of GEMS Girls’ Clubs, and all those who made the Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-end Celebration in Club possible! Applause!

Give closing announcements on what the girls can experience this summer including camp or any other activity you have planned, and invite them to come back again next season!

Parents, I just want to take a moment to encourage you in your primary role as faith nurturers to your children. If you want your children to continue to feed the fire of love for God and service to others in their hearts than they need to see that in your daily example. Recognize the influence you have on your children and exercise it for good, showing them day in and day out how to feed the fire! Please also know that if you have any questions about what it means to have a relationship with God, every counselor, including myself, would welcome the opportunity to talk to you about that. Talk to us tonight or give us a call anytime throughout the week. You and your family are loved by God and loved by us, too.

Let’s pray.

Lord God, thank You for all that we could experience and share during this banquet that focused on the theme, Feed the Fire! Thank You for the passionate love You have for each one of us. Help us to respond to that love by passionately pursuing You and serving others. Thank You for showing us the PASSION disciplines that will fuel our flame of love and service. We’re committed to putting them into daily practice, but need Your power to do so. We love You, Heavenly Father. Please keep and protect these families as they return to their homes. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

You are dismissed! The counselors and myself will be here for awhile yet, so please feel free to connect with us and ask any questions you may have. Have a good night!

Feed the Fire! Family Banquet: A Year-end Celebration in Club
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